(95國中英語朗讀文章I) Are You Popular?

Being popular is important to all of us.  Listen to Peter, aged 16:

“I wanted to be the big man in my crowd.  I dyed my hair and even got a tattoo and hung out all night at the KTV.  I thought this would make me more popular with the guys.  Then, one day I woke up and realized I wasn’t myself anymore.  But as soon as I stopped doing things like that, all my friends ignored me.”
For many people, being popular means being part of the in-crowd.  Guess what!  Being popular really means being yourself and being able to get along with a lot of different kinds of people.  It’s important to be yourself.  When you are yourself, people like you for who you really are.  For example, they may like you for your talents, your personality, your sense of humor, or your kindness.  That’s far more impressive than trying to be in by wearing the same clothes, or doing the same things as others.

If you want everyone to like you, be nice to everyone.  Sometimes a simple, genuine smile and “hi” can begin a friendship.  Ask yourself this question: “Would I like to have myself as a friend?”  If you like being with yourself, people will also like being with you.  So, you must learn to like yourself and be confident.  This will attract others to you.  However, this does not mean being a snob.  In fact, most snobs are insecure, and that’s why they have to act like they have all the confidence in the world.  The key is to be real!

In sum, if you are friendly and nice, and are genuinely yourself, people will definitely like you.  After all, how can you be popular if you don’t even like who you are?  So, get to know yourself and learn to like yourself by finding something you are good at doing.  Take pride in it, and develop it.  You will begin to feel more confident and to like yourself more.  Then you are ready to be liked by others.

(改編自龍騰高中英文課本)
(95國中英語朗讀文章II) English Is Child’s Play

Children are amazing!  They pick up a language so naturally and easily.  Have you ever wondered why?  It’s not because they have great natural language abilities.  Studies show that an adult’s potential to learn a language is just as good as a child’s.  So why do children still appear to learn a language more quickly than the rest of us?  It’s because of the way they learn.  Children learn by simply doing what comes naturally--they listen, copy and communicate.  Let’s take a closer look at how children learn a language.  By doing so, perhaps we can find a better, more natural way to learn English.

When people talk to children, they often use simple words that children can understand.  That’s really important to the children’s language development.  In order to learn, children must be able to comprehend what they hear.  If they don’t understand it, it’s just noise to them.  English learners also need to listen frequently to English that they can understand.  Listen to a radio or watch TV programs that use English at your level.  If you don’t understand every word or sentence, don’t get hung up on it.  Just focus on what you can understand and listen as often as you can.

Children like to copy what they hear.  They mimic their parents, their friends and even the TV.  This teaches them how to use and pronounce the words of the language.  Mimicking has the same benefits for students of a second language.  As you listen to foreigners speak English, repeat what they say as well as you can.

When children talk among themselves, they use language to talk about things that interest them.  This helps them learn to express themselves.  They don’t worry about not knowing enough words or grammar.  They find ways to communicate, and they do it successfully.

English learners should also focus on real communication.  Don’t worry about making mistakes.  Remember that you can communicate successfully even with a small vocabulary.  Trust your own natural ability to learn English.  You’ve got more potential than you think!

(改編自龍騰高中英文課本)
(95國中英語朗讀文章III.) Asia’s Coffee Revolution

Has coffee replaced tea as Taiwan’s drink of choice?  If you look around the streets of Taipei, it would certainly seem so.  On nearly every block you’ll find a coffee shop brewing Western-style coffee.  Many teahouses have also joined in the craze, adding coffee drinks to their menus.  Some teahouses have even been replaced altogether by new coffee shops.  This trend extends far beyond Taipei’s city limits as well.  The number of coffee shops--and coffee lovers--is increasing all across East Asia.

Many of Starbucks’ top 10 international markets are found in Asia.  Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Taipei, Shanghai and Beijing are all among Starbucks’ top markets.  The American coffee giant now has over 1,000 stores throughout the region.  And Starbucks isn’t the only coffee seller doing a booming business here.  Thousands of other foreign and local coffee shops now dot Asia’s urban landscape.  Coffee shops even outnumber teahouses in some neighborhoods.  In the land of tea, this is a surprising development.

Of course, Asians didn’t acquire a taste for coffee overnight.  Students studying in the West were the first to embrace coffee drinking.  As they returned to their home countries, they brought their Western taste for coffee back with them.

Starbucks began selling coffee in Asia nearly a decade ago.  It opened its first store in Japan in 1996.  Starbucks set its sights on Taiwan next.  It began selling coffee here in 1998.  Since then, dozens of other coffee chains have begun cashing in on Asia’s new coffee culture.

For now, Asia’s coffee drinkers are mostly young, educated city dwellers.  Older people, especially those in rural areas, cling faithfully to their tea-drinking traditions.  And millions of other Asians still can’t afford coffee--especially the gourmet kind.  In China, for example, a Starbucks latte costs what most people make in a day.

Is Asia’s coffee craze just another passing fad?  Only time will tell.  But in Asia’s cities, at least, it looks more and more like a long-term cultural shift. 

(改編自空中英語教室)
(95國中英語朗讀文章IV) A Church--A Place I Came to Confess

“Father, I have come to confess.”
“What is it?” the priest asks.

“You know I am a lazybones and I don’t care for English much.  I had to take an English test last Monday.  The weekend before, I could have prepared but I spent my time watching TV.  I knew my mother would give me a piece of her mind if she knew that I failed the test, so I didn’t tell her about my test score.”
“I see. Pray to the Lord for forgiveness.  Read the Bible faithfully and never make the same mistake again.”
“Thank you, Father.  I feel much better already.”
The church may serve many purposes to an American churchgoer.  It can be a tradition to go to church each Sunday--almost a reunion that allows friends to meet each week.  On weekdays, most people work, so on Sunday many families go to church to listen to a sermon, to hear the choir sing, and to pray and give thanks to God.  After church, one family will run into another and people will talk together.  Coming to church and chit-chatting with one’s neighbors is a way to mix with the people of one’s community.  Americans believe in the American Dream--that all people can make it or succeed as long as they work hard.  This American dream can also be part of a person’s faith--a belief in oneself and in one’s society.  Therefore, coming to church can be seen as a way to keep up traditions and hold onto beliefs.

The church is also a peaceful place to go.  One can come just for a look at the cross or a look at the images of Jesus.  For some, their anger or confusion goes away the moment they get down on their knees to pray.  With such peace all around, any problem that is bothering them could disappear into the air.  Peace in the church gives one peace of mind.

(改編自 Where East Meets West-2)
(95國中英語朗讀文章V) Taiwanese Superstitions

“Why did you whistle and open that umbrella here?”
“Oh, I felt happy so I whistled, and I was checking to see if this umbrella was a good one.”
“OK, but why did you whistle at night and open an umbrella indoors?”  “Why not?”
“Because whistling at night is gonna call ghosts, and opening umbrellas indoors will bring us bad luck.”
The dialogue above shows that superstitions fill up our daily life, even to the most unimportant things.  From this dialogue, we can find that there are two important reasons why people believe in superstitions.  These include protection against evil things and a need for good luck.  To keep bad things from happening, many people are careful not to do certain things in their daily life.  For instance, many people do not like the number “4” because it sounds like “die” in Chinese or Taiwanese, so many hotels in Taiwan don’t have a fourth floor.  Another example is that in the Chinese lunar calendar, the seventh month is called “Ghost Month.”  During this month, it’s better not to swim, get married, buy a new house, or have an operation, or terrible things could happen.  Also, clocks are not ideal gifts for friends because sending clocks to people might seem like wishing them death.

On the other hand, there are some special things we can do to have good fortune.  On Chinese New Year’s Eve, we always leave some fish from our dinner to help make sure that there will be something left for the coming year.  In Chinese New Year, we also eat some food, such as tangerines, Chinese radish, boiled dumplings, or rice cakes.  It is believed that eating these foods can bring good luck.

In conclusion, superstitions have played an important role in our daily life.  They may change a little bit as time goes by.  However, as long as people want protection and good luck, these old superstitions are as strong as they were long ago and probably will continue to play a key role in the future.

 (改編自Where East Meets West-1)

