(1) Ladybug, Ladybug,Fly Away Home！

There are over five thousand different kinds of ladybugs.In a small garden, a little girl’s eyes are following one. Although they look similar, each breed has a unique design and color. They can be red, orange, pink, yellow, or black. The spots on their back range from zero to twenty. They indicate what breed they are. As ladybugs age, these spots fade.
Not all ladybugs are“ladies.” They got their name during the Middle Ages, when swarms of pests were destorying crops. Farmers prayed to “Our Lady,”the Virgin Mary, and soon after, a bug appeared and saved their harvest. As a result, people called it the“ladybug.”
Ladybugs soon spread as a sign of good luck. In Belgium, people thought that if a ladybug crawled across a young girl’s hand, she would get married a year later. If one landed on a sick person in France, people believed it would fly away with that person’s illness. The British believed that the spots on a ladybug represented the amount of money a person would soon find！ Today, nearly all cultures still think ladybugs are lucky. Harming one is said to bring sadness and bad luck.
“Ha-ha, it tickles,”the girl laughs after the ladybug lands in her palm. She cups it with her hands and makes a secret wish. Then, with a gentle breath, she blows the ladybug free, and softly sings,“Ladybug, ladybug, fly away home！”It flies away in the direction where, according to another myth, the girl’s good luck will come.
(2) Speaking Without Words

   In New Zealand they rub noses. In Zambia they squeeze each other’s thumb. And in Greece they slap each other’s back. How do you say“hello”where you are from？ Almost every culture in the world has a way of using the body to say“hello.”

   Body language can be used to express many things. From a friendly“hello”to some not-so- friendly expressions, body language is everywhere. But doing something that’s common in one place can have a very different meaning in another.

   For instance, in North America, the OK sign with the fingers just means OK. But in France, it means“zero”or“nothing.”In Germany and Brazil, this will get you into trouble because people there think it’s rude. Sometimes, even a simple head nod can be misunderstood. Most Western countries will say that an up-and-down head nod means“yes.”In Bulgaria and Greece, however, this means“no.”

   Usually a mistaken gesture doesn’t cause any real problems. However, it’s always funny to picture people rubbing noses when they should be slapping backs. Or a person could try to squeeze someone’s thumb as the other bends over for a Japanese bow. It’s a smart thing to learn a little bit about the culture before you visit a new place. Otherwise, the gesture you receive might mean something less friendly than“hello！”

(3) Groundhogs：Nature’s Weathermen？

   Every February 2nd, millions of people all over America anxiously wait for a weather forecast from a small, brown animal called a groundhog. In Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, there is a groundhog named Phil, and people wait to see if Phil will leave his hole. The old folktale says if he comes out of his burrow and doesn’t see his shadow, spring will arrive early！

   Groundhogs live in dens or burrows. They can be found in the Eastern United States from Florida all the way up to Canada！Groundhogs usually live alone, except during mating season. Once the babies are born, the male leaves his family and goes off on his own.

   Groundhogs generally have a thick coat of fur and very strong, sharp front claws. They use these claws to make their burrows and dig up plants. They will eat just about anything they can find. Even though they are mostly vegetarian, they will eat bugs or even eggs if they are really hungry！

   If you ever see a groundhog poking its head out of a hole, remember to say hello from a safe distance. It may have some babies hiding below that it wants to protect and might think you are an enemy. Maybe we can all be lucky enough to see groundhogs doing what they do best：eating, living in peace, and occasionally predicting the weather！
