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A Child’s Dream of a Star

    There was once a child, and he strolled about a good deal, and thought of a number of things.  He had a sister, who was a child too, and his constant companion.  These two used to wonder all day long.  They wondered at the beauty of the flowers; they wondered at the height and blueness of the sky; they wondered at the depth of the bright water; they wondered at the goodness and the power of God who made the lovely world.

    They used to say to one another, sometimes, supposing all the children upon earth were to die, would the flowers, and the water, and the sky be sorry?  They believed they would be sorry.  For, they said, the buds are the children of the flowers, and the little playful streams that gambol down the hillsides are the children of the water; and the smallest bright specks playing at hide-and-seek in the sky all night, must surely be the children of the stars; and they would all be grieved to see their playmates, the children of men, no more.

    There was one clear, shining star that used to come out in the sky before the rest, near the church spire, above the graves.  It was larger and more beautiful, they thought, than all the others, and every night they watched for it, standing hand in hand at a window.  Whoever saw it first, cried out, “I see the star!”  And often they cried out both together, knowing so well when it would rise, and where.  So they grew to be such friends with it, that, before lying down in their beds, they always looked out once again, to bid it good night, and when they were turning round to sleep, they used to say, “God bless the star!”
--Charles Dickens
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Disadvantaged Children Deserve More Attention

    Despite the high standard of living on this island, many children live poorly of suffer from physical abuse or neglect.

    According to the Chinese Fund for Children and Families/Taiwan (CCF/Taiwan), the number of families in need of financial aid increased by about 2,700 last year and included 6,200 children.  That means each day of the year saw an increase of about 17 needy children on this island.

    A distressing finding from the CCF/Taiwan study is that about half of the families to which it provides financial aid are denied any aid from the government.  It is equally distressing that more than 1,300 children under the care of CCF/Taiwan are not covered by the National Health Insurance Program, resulting in their relying on charity for medical care.

    Physical abuse and neglect have also been growing on this island.  Statistics from CCF/Taiwan suggest that close to 6,000 children in the Taiwan area are victims of abuse or neglect.

    The vast majority of the children in Taiwan enjoy a life much better than those lived by their parents and grandparents when they were small.  Most children are well fed and well clothed.

    But there are still a large number of children in our society who can’t enjoy the benefits brought by economic and social improvements. Allowing this situation to continue reflects badly on government policy and this society as a whole.

文章出處：Student Post  每週評論

高雄縣93學年度國中英文朗讀比賽指定文章 (3)

Dogs-Our Faithful Companions

    Most dog owners feel that their dogs are their best friends.  Almost everyone likes dogs because they try hard to please their owners.  One of my favorite stories is about a dog that wanted his owner to please him.

    One of my friends has a large German shepherd named Jack.  These dogs are often very intelligent.  Every Sunday afternoon, my friend takes Jack for a long walk in the park.  Jack likes these long walks very much.

    One Sunday afternoon, a young man came to visit my friend.  He stayed a long time, and he talked and talked.  Soon it was time for my friend to take Jack for his walk, but the visitor didn’t leave.  Jack became very worried about his walk in the park.  He walked around the room several times and then sat down directly in front of the visitor and looked at him.  But the visitor paid no attention.  He continued talking.  Finally, Jack couldn’t stand it any longer.  He went out of the room and came back a few minutes later.  He sat down again in front of the visitor, but this time he held the man’s hat in his mouth.

    German shepherds aren’t the only intelligent dogs.  Another intelligent dog is a Seeing Eye dog. This is a special dog that helps blind people walk along the streets and do many other things.  We call these dogs Seeing Eye dogs because they are the “eye” of the blind people and they help them to “see”.  Seeing Eye dogs generally go to special schools for several years to learn to help blind people.

    One day, a Seeing Eye dog and a blind man got on a bus together.  The bus was full of people and there were no seats.  One man, however, soon got up and left his seat.  The dog took the blind man to the seat, but there was very little space.  The dog began to push the people on each side of the seat with his nose.  He pushed and pushed until the people moved down, and finally there was enough space for two people.  The blind man then sat down and the dog got up on the seat beside him.   He lay down and put his head on the blind man’s leg.  He was very comfortable and soon fell asleep.  Everyone on the bus had to smile at the intelligence of the dog in making space for the blind man and, at the same time, making a place for himself. 

